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winter, the commandant started for the reconquest
with a motley force of thirty-six British regulars,
forty-five local volunteers, seventy-nine local mili-
tia, and sixty Indians. Reinforcements were
gathered on the road, so that when Vincennes was
reached the little army numbered about five hun-
dred. From Detroit the party dropped easily down
the river to Lake Erie, where it narrowly escaped
destruction in a blinding snowstorm. By good
management, however, it was brought safely to
the Maumee, up whose sluggish waters the bateaux
were laboriously poled. A portage of nine miles
gave access to the Wabash. Here the water was
very shallow, and only by building occasional dikes
to produce a current did the party find it possible
to complete the journey. As conferences with the
Indians further delayed them, it was not until
a few days before Christmas that the invaders
reached their goal.

The capture of Vincennes proved easy enough.
The surrender, none the less, was made in good
military style. There were two iron three-pound-
ers in the wretched little fort, and one of these
was loaded to the muzzle and placed in the open
gate. As Hamilton and his men advanced, so runs
a not very well authenticated story, Lieutenanl